Covell (1936) The rats were killed by drowning and the brains were removed with sterile precautions and a saline suspension of the brain was injected intra-peritoneally into one or more male guineapigs. In a number of experiments, a variable number of the inoculated guinea-pigs died within 24 hours. Although the brains were removed with great care, still a number of organisms were found to be present; they will be referred to later. In view of the presence of the secondary bacterial infection in certain rats, the technique was modified. The brains were kept in the refrigerator and the bacterial purity was controlled by broth culture; only bacteria-frcc brains were used for guinea-pig inoculation-
spread of typhus fever. Cases of typical typhus fever are rare in Calcutta, but there is a possibility of the presence of mild and atypical cases which are not diagnosed correctly. Lepine and Bilfinger (1934) None of the proteus strains isolated agglutinated with any of the 0X19, OXK, or 0X2 suspensions. Out of the 49 coli form strains, 22 fermented lactose with the production of acid and gas, the other 27 strains were non-lactose fermenters giving mostly atypical sugar reactions. None of the strains was agglutinated by a mixed salmonella serum and a majority of them tested with the Shiga serum gave negative results. Three strains gave the biochemical reactions of B. metadysentence C, B. ceylonensis B, and S. paradysentery (Flexner).
Summary
An enzootic of typhus fever has been described in wild rats of Calcutta; this rat strain was most probably non-pathogenic to man.
